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“I Dedicate My Entire Being, Energy, And Focus To Making Women As
Beautiful As Possible”: Hugo Comte Walks Vogue Through His
Empowering New Book

Wrapping up a debut compendium of visual narratives is no mean featâ€”in the age of lustful news, social media, and a
whole lotta havocsâ€”but here to show us how itâ€™s done with an empowering new release is photographer Hugo Comte,
who has officially launched his first curated book of imagery. Drawing on his own personal growth and experiences, the artist
lays his emotions bare on the release, which details his reverence for the women who inspired him throughout his career, as he
takes us on a journey filled with riveting storytelling, fascinating muses and imagery thatâ€™ll have you reminiscing of
fashionâ€™s most glorious era.

â€œI started to actually explore different mediums like music, movies, architecture and design which made me look back at the
last three years of my career as a photographer,â€• he asserts. â€œHaving this different perspective made me see my work as
one single identity and message, and I really wanted to share this in one object.â€• A mix between exclusive and published
works, the photo book captures a supermodel zeitgeist. â€œI have always wanted to give a more physical and material impact
to my images, which is why I have always used the barcode. With the book, I really wanted to create an object that is the symbol
of my first three years of work; I started to really feel that people created a sort of identity around me from that time period and I
wanted to create an object that is the cross-roads of all of these ideas.â€•

Starring muses such as Dua Lipaâ€”for whom Comte shot her latest albumâ€”Bella Hadid, Kendall Jenner, and Irina Shayk, the
book marks a celebration of women who have inspired his vision, weaving in a feel-good, cinematic portraits transporting us to
beautiful grounds galore. Of women, Comte explains: â€œMy first thought was to use only portraits of women as I feel it is
theÂ most intimate part of my work and where I express myself the best. Groups wouldnâ€™t allow such intimacy as a portrait
does, where it's the viewer and the woman only. WhenÂ I shoot an image, I always try to give the feeling that the woman is not
beingÂ photographed but that she is lookingÂ through the camera, which gives a direct contact between the watcher and the
muse. I dedicate my entire being, energy and focus to making these women as beautiful as possible. Not just a universal vision
of beauty but in a very personal way. I really look at them constantly and am very present, I am completely involved and hands-
on in every part of the process, and they know that my intention and only concern the whole day is to dedicate myself to
them.â€•

As seductive as the noble art of Greek sculptures, itâ€™s hard to fathom how beautiful and true the techniques of Comte are:
Walking a fine line between pragmatism and mystery, the compendium encompasses special pieces made in collaboration with
airbrush artists to repaint his imagery, as well as unique CGI pieces designed in a matching grained texture, a landmark style for
which heâ€™s best known. â€œThe process of creating, selecting, and narrowing my work for this project has really
highlighted what is the most exciting and important part for me, and that is my process of working with these models, as well as
the importance of colour,â€• he reflects. â€œCreating a book has made me realise who I am as an artist, and how I want to
represent myself by translating my identity through design, art and communication which is very interesting.â€•

Speaking on womanhood, from a fashion and photographic standpoint, Comte says that to be a great model isnâ€™t just about
having right look, but itâ€™s really about the musesâ€™ intention hinged with a sheer emotional intensity. â€œI think that
[having emotions] is very specific to now, as there have been so many years where theÂ women were just dolls or a 'porte
manteauâ€™ for the clothes.Â Historically people used models to show their message, but for me, what really matters when you
look at these women is that you feel their intention becomes a message because they have depth and are inspiring.â€•

But behind the bold narrative, a question arises: Whatâ€™s the title of it? The all-white surface may hint at various options, but
the answer remains one: itâ€™s nameless. The bookâ€™s minimal approach was chosen in order to embody a sense of
timelessness, featuring one barcode on its front coverâ€”a recurring symbol of Comteâ€™s aesthetic to depict
physicalityâ€”which elevates an uncluttered edge.

For this, Comte worked with London-based Art Director David McKelvey on the 200-page anthology, which encompasses 85
images. â€œHugoâ€™s vision is extremely precise and detailed, so a lot of the decisions we were making were totally clear
from the beginning,â€• comments McKelvey, adding, â€œthe result is hopefully an engaging balance, between the meticulous
and the experimental, the romantic and the technical, and an introspective trip into the artistâ€™s vision.â€•

**

The book is accompanied by an exhibition at the Tase Gallery, LA, where Comte will be exhibiting by way of a one-week show
of seven selected works in the brand-new gallery space (February 25th â€“ March 3rd).
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Published by Nikita publishing, itâ€™s available at www.hugocomte.com/book.
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